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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This communication is in response to tine Amendment filed 30 Marcli 2009. 

2. Claims 1 , 2, 5-8 and 21-33 are currently pending and claims 3, 5 and 9-20 are 
canceled. In the Amendment filed 30 March 2009, claim 1 has been amended and 
claims 25-33 are new. This action is made Final. 

3. The prior art rejections in the previous rejection have been withdrawn as 
necessitated by amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. The rejections of Claims 1, 2, 4-8 and 21-24 under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the 
claimed invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter have been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. Claims 1, 2, 5-8 and 21-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US PGPub 2001/0034771 to Hutsch et al (hereafter Hutsch) in 
view of US Patent No 6,952,703 to Kathail et al (hereafter Kathail). 

Referring to claim 1, Hutsch discloses a method for managing configuration 
data, the method comprising the steps of: 

storing, into a computer system, a plurality of configuration values in a 
hierarchical tree [DOM tree] having a plurality of nodes (see [0327], lines 3-5), a defined 
structure [strongly typed schema] (see [0418]), and defined data types for the stored 
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configuration values (see [0329]), wherein the plurality of nodes includes at least one 
inner node [i.e., color] and at least one child node [i.e., red] that is associated with the 
inner node (see Fig 16A), and wherein some of the nodes are only associated with a set 
of configuration values while other of the nodes are associated with a combination of a 
set of configuration values [value] and an identifier [key] associated with at least one 
application component (see [0158] and [0159]); 

registering, by a computer system, at least one application component with at 
least one of the nodes of the tree, based on at least one query [transaction] received 
from the at least one application component (see [0159]); and 

directly notifying, by the computer system, the at least one application 
component [listener] when a configuration value stored in the at least one node is 
modified [alterations], based on an addition or change in at least one configuration value 
that matches the at least one query [transaction] (see [0159]). 

Hutsch fails to explicitly disclose the further limitations of wherein at least one 
configuration value is stored in each node of the plurality of nodes and wherein the at 
least one node comprises at least one configuration value that dictates how the 
application component at least one of behaves with and interacts with other application 
components, wherein an application component is an entity that is defined, in part, by at 
least one configuration value. Kathail discloses storing configuration values in a tree, 
including the further limitations of wherein at least one configuration value is stored in 
each node of the plurality of nodes, some of the nodes are only associated with a set of 
configuration values while other of the nodes are associated with a combination of a set 
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of configuration values and an identifier (see column 6, lines 64-67) associated with at 
least one application component (see column 7, lines 3-27); registering at least one 
application component directly with at least one of the nodes of the tree (see column 8, 
lines 22-29),wherein the at least one node comprises at least one configuration value 
that dictates how the application component at least one of behaves with and interacts 
with other application components (see column 9, lines 41-49); and directly notifying the 
at least one application component when a configuration value is modified (see column 
8, lines 22-36). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize the tree and registration concepts of Kathail with the tree of Hutsch. 
One would have been motivated to do so in order to improve the efficiency of managing 
applications since it can be cumbersome to do so without a method of understanding 
their configuration and dependencies. 

Referring to claim 2, the combination of Hutsch and Kathail (hereafter 
Hutsch/Kathail) discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the at least one query 
depends on at least one of a location of a configuration value in the tree [value] and a 
data type of a configuration value (Hutsch: see [0159]). 

Referring to claim 5, Hutsch/Kathail discloses the method of claim 1, wherein a 
node further includes a reference to at least one node (Hutsch: see Fig 16A and Kathail: 
see column 7, lines 28-34). 

Referring to claim 6, Hutsch/Kathail discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein 
the notifying step comprises: modifying at least one configuration value that is 
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associated witli tlie at least one node with which the at least one application component 
is registered; storing in the hierarchical tree the configuration value that was modified, 
the configuration value being stored at the at least one node with which the at least one 
application component is registered; and notifying the at least one application 
component that the configuration value was modified (Hutsch: see [0159] and Kathail: 
see column 8, lines 22-36). 

Referring to claim 7, Hutsch/Kathail discloses the method of claim 6, further 
comprising the step of supplying the configuration value that was modified to the at least 
one application component (Hutsch: see [0159] and Kathail: see column 7, lines 46-53). 

Referring to claim 8, Hutsch/Kathail discloses the method of claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of supplying at least one of the configuration values stored in the 
hierarchical tree to the at least one application component (Hutsch: see [0159] and 
Kathail: see column 7, lines 46-53). 

Referring to claim 21, Hutsch/Kathail discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein 
the plurality of configuration values in the hierarchical tree includes all of the 
configuration data values that are required by the at least one application component 
(Hutsch: see [0158] and [0159] and Kathail: see column 6, line 65 - column 7, line 2). 

Referring to claim 22, Hutsch/Kathail discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein 
the step of registering at least one application component comprises registering the at 
least one application component with the at least one inner node (Hutsch: see [0159] 
and Fig 16A and Kathail: see column 9, lines 19-49 and column 11, lines 35-53). 
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Referring to claim 23, Hutsch/Kathail discloses the method of claim 22, wherein 
the step of directly notifying the at least one application component comprises directly 
notifying the at least one application component when at least one configuration value 
associated with at least one of the inner node and the child node that is associated with 
the inner node is modified, based on an addition or change in the at least one 
configuration value (Hutsch: see [0159] and Fig 16A and Kathail: see column 8, lines 
30-36). 

Referring to claim 24, Hutsch/Kathail discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein 
at least one configuration value in the plurality of configuration values that is associated 
with a first application component overlaps with another configuration value in the 
plurality of configuration values that is associated with a second application component, 
and the at least one configuration value and the other configuration value are nested 
under a common sub-tree in the tree (Hutsch: see [0159] and Kathail: see column 7, 
lines 3-27). 

Referring to claim 25, Hutsch/Kathail discloses the method of claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of: storing at least one other configuration value in the at least one 
node after the at least one application component has been directly registered with at 
least one of the nodes, wherein directly notifying the at least one application component 
further comprises directly notifying the at least one application component further 
comprises directly notifying the at least one application component when both the at 
least one configuration value and the at least one other value are modified (Kathail: see 
column 7, lines 20-23 and column and column 8, lines 29-36) 



Application/Control Number: 10/786,786 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2167 

Referring to claim 26, Hutsch discloses a computer program product for 
managing configuration data, the computer program product comprising: 

a storage medium readable by a processing circuit and storing instructions for 
execution by the processing circuit for performing a method comprising the steps of: 

storing, into a computer system, a plurality of configuration values in a 
hierarchical tree [DOM tree] having a plurality of nodes (see [0327], lines 3-5), a defined 
structure [strongly typed schema] (see [0418]), and defined data types for the stored 
configuration values (see [0329]), wherein the plurality of nodes includes at least one 
inner node [i.e., color] and at least one child node [i.e., red] that is associated with the 
inner node (see Fig 16A), and wherein some of the nodes are only associated with a set 
of configuration values while other of the nodes are associated with a combination of a 
set of configuration values [value] and an identifier [key] associated with at least one 
application component (see [0158] and [0159]); 

registering, by a computer system, at least one application component with at 
least one of the nodes of the tree, based on at least one query [transaction] received 
from the at least one application component (see [0159]); and 

directly notifying, by the computer system, the at least one application 
component [listener] when a configuration value stored in the at least one node is 
modified [alterations], based on an addition or change in at least one configuration value 
that matches the at least one query [transaction] (see [0159]). 

Hutsch fails to explicitly disclose the further limitations of wherein at least one 
configuration value is stored in each node of the plurality of nodes and wherein the at 
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least one node comprises at least one configuration value that dictates how the 
application component at least one of behaves with and interacts with other application 
components, wherein an application component is an entity that is defined, in part, by at 
least one configuration value. Kathail discloses storing configuration values in a tree, 
including the further limitations of wherein at least one configuration value is stored in 
each node of the plurality of nodes, some of the nodes are only associated with a set of 
configuration values while other of the nodes are associated with a combination of a set 
of configuration values and an identifier (see column 6, lines 64-67) associated with at 
least one application component (see column 7, lines 3-27); registering at least one 
application component directly with at least one of the nodes of the tree (see column 8, 
lines 22-29),wherein the at least one node comprises at least one configuration value 
that dictates how the application component at least one of behaves with and interacts 
with other application components (see column 9, lines 41-49); and directly notifying the 
at least one application component when a configuration value is modified (see column 
8, lines 22-36). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize the tree and registration concepts of Kathail with the tree of Hutsch. 
One would have been motivated to do so in order to improve the efficiency of managing 
applications since it can be cumbersome to do so without a method of understanding 
their configuration and dependencies. 

Referring to claim 27, Hutsch/Kathail discloses the computer program product 
of claim 26, wherein the at least one query depends on at least one of a location of a 
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configuration value in the tree [value] and a data type of a configuration value (Hutsch: 
see [0159]). 

Referring to claim 28, Hutsch/Kathail discloses the computer program product 
of claim 26, wherein a node further includes a reference to at least one node (Hutsch: 
see Fig 16A and Kathail: see column 7, lines 28-34). 

Referring to claim 29, Hutsch/Kathail discloses the computer program product 
of claim 26, wherein the notifying step comprises: modifying at least one configuration 
value that is associated with the at least one node with which the at least one 
application component is registered; storing in the hierarchical tree the configuration 
value that was modified, the configuration value being stored at the at least one node 
with which the at least one application component is registered; and notifying the at 
least one application component that the configuration value was modified (Hutsch: see 
[0159] and Kathail: see column 8, lines 22-36). 

Referring to claim 30, Hutsch/Kathail discloses the computer program product 
of claim 29, further comprising the step of supplying the configuration value that was 
modified to the at least one application component (Hutsch: see [0159] and Kathail: see 
column 7, lines 46-53). 

Referring to claim 31, Hutsch/Kathail discloses the computer program product 
of claim 26, further comprising the step of supplying at least one of the configuration 
values stored in the hierarchical tree to the at least one application component (Hutsch: 
see [0159] and Kathail: see column 7, lines 46-53). 
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Referring to claim 32, Hutsch discloses a computer system for managing 
configuration data, the computer system comprising the steps of: 

an organization module for organizing a plurality of configuration values in a 
hierarchical tree [DOM tree] having a plurality of nodes (see [0327], lines 3-5), a defined 
structure [strongly typed schema] (see [0418]), and defined data types for the stored 
configuration values (see [0329]), wherein the plurality of nodes includes at least one 
inner node [i.e., color] and at least one child node [i.e., red] that is associated with the 
inner node (see Fig 16A), and wherein some of the nodes are only associated with a set 
of configuration values while other of the nodes are associated with a combination of a 
set of configuration values [value] and an identifier [key] associated with at least one 
application component (see [0158] and [0159]); 

a storage medium for storing a plurality of configuration values in the hierarchical 
tree [DOM tree] (see [0327], lines 3-5); 

a registration module for registering, by a computer system, at least one 
application component with at least one of the nodes of the tree, based on at least one 
query [transaction] received from the at least one application component (see [0159]); 
and 

a notification module for directly notifying the at least one application component 
[listener] when a configuration value stored in the at least one node is modified 
[alterations], based on an addition or change in at least one configuration value that 
matches the at least one query [transaction] (see [0159]). 
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Hutsch fails to explicitly disclose the further limitations of wherein at least one 
configuration value is stored in each node of the plurality of nodes and wherein the at 
least one node comprises at least one configuration value that dictates how the 
application component at least one of behaves with and interacts with other application 
components, wherein an application component is an entity that is defined, in part, by at 
least one configuration value. Kathail discloses storing configuration values in a tree, 
including the further limitations of wherein at least one configuration value is stored in 
each node of the plurality of nodes, some of the nodes are only associated with a set of 
configuration values while other of the nodes are associated with a combination of a set 
of configuration values and an identifier (see column 6, lines 64-67) associated with at 
least one application component (see column 7, lines 3-27); registering at least one 
application component directly with at least one of the nodes of the tree (see column 8, 
lines 22-29),wherein the at least one node comprises at least one configuration value 
that dictates how the application component at least one of behaves with and interacts 
with other application components (see column 9, lines 41-49); and directly notifying the 
at least one application component when a configuration value is modified (see column 
8, lines 22-36). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to utilize the tree and registration concepts of Kathail with the tree of Hutsch. 
One would have been motivated to do so in order to improve the efficiency of managing 
applications since it can be cumbersome to do so without a method of understanding 
their configuration and dependencies. 
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Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's argument witli respect to claim 1 on pages 11-12 of the Remarks, 
wherein the applicant argues the newly added limitation has been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. The addition of the Kathail reference 
has also made the other arguments moot since Kathail further discloses the further 
limitations. Furthermore, in regards to the argument referring to the storing of 
configuration values in some nodes and configuration values and an identifier of an 
application in other nodes, Kathail also further discloses this concept. Configuration 
values are stored in a tree. Only a configuration value is stored in a node unless an 
application has registered with the node, in which case there is a value and an 
associated identifier. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 

CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cottingham can be reached on (571) 272-7079. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications Is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 21 67 Examiner 

Art Unit 2167 

22 June 2009 
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